DEATH OF THE PBINCE IMPEBIAJL

ject, and on one occasion said much the same thing
to the Empress in my presence. The following is
my note of the conversation, made at the time:

"Your Majesty will remember that the Prince
started for Zululand without a commission or any
definite military position, to follow Lord Chelms-
ford's staff. Chelmsford had received careful in-
structions concerning him from the Duke of Cam-
bridge, the commander of our army. Chelmsford
was expected to have the Prince near him and to
keep an eye on him; and so far as we know, that is
just what he did do. But, of course, the post of
staff officer, especially in such a country as South
Africa, is not the safest. I have seen Chelmsford's
instructions to Colonel Harrison, and it results from
them that Chelmsford, in transferring the Prince to
a special staff, had not abandoned the idea of keep-
ing him as his special charge. I know that he was
constantly thinking of him. Your Majesty will re-
member that on the morning of June 1st Chelmsf ord
asked where the Prince was and was satisfied when
lie learned that Colonel Harrison had him in ad-
vance of the main column. But he did not know
that the Prince had been chosen to make a recon-
noissance. I am told that Lord Chelmsford was
charmed by the courage and pleasing personality of
the Prince and gradually gave him more liberty than
had been the case at first. The Prince even took
part in some of General "Wood's column movements.
Wood is an officer of great energy, though, perhaps,
a little rash. On May 20th we had a telegram from
Lord Chelmsford on the subject, in which he said
that one of these reeonnoissances, in which the
Prince took part, nearly met with disaster, and then
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